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Pentecost C

TTTThhhheeeerrrreeee    iiiissss    aaaa    vvvvaaaarrrriiiieeeettttyyyy    ooooffff    ggggiiiiffffttttssss    bbbbuuuutttt    aaaallllwwwwaaaayyyyssss    tttthhhheeee    ssssaaaammmmeeee    SSSSppppiiiirrrriiiitttt;;;;
tttthhhheeeerrrreeee    aaaarrrreeee    aaaallllllll    ssssoooorrrrttttssss    ooooffff    sssseeeerrrrvvvviiiicccceeee    ttttoooo    bbbbeeee    ddddoooonnnneeee,,,,
bbbbuuuutttt    aaaallllwwwwaaaayyyyssss    ttttoooo    tttthhhheeee    ssssaaaammmmeeee    LLLLoooorrrrdddd;;;;
wwwwoooorrrrkkkkiiiinnnngggg    iiiinnnn    aaaallllllll    ssssoooorrrrttttssss    ooooffff    ddddiiiiffffffffeeeerrrreeeennnntttt    wwwwaaaayyyyssss
iiiinnnn    ddddiiiiffffffffeeeerrrreeeennnntttt    ppppeeeeoooopppplllleeee,,,,    iiiitttt    iiiissss    tttthhhheeee    ssssaaaammmmeeee    GGGGoooodddd
wwwwhhhhoooo    iiiissss    wwwwoooorrrrkkkkiiiinnnngggg    iiiinnnn    aaaallllllll    ooooffff    tttthhhheeeemmmm....    ((((1111    CCCCoooo    11112222::::4444----6666))))

First Reading Acts 2:1-11

When Pentecost day came round, the apostles had all met in one room, when
suddenly they heard what sounded like a powerful wind from heaven, the noise of
which filled the entire house in which they were sitting; and something appeared to
them that seemed like tongues of fire; these separated and came to rest on the head
of each of them. They were all filled with the Holy Spirit, and began to speak foreign
languages as the Spirit gave them the gift of speech.
Now there were devout men living in Jerusalem from every nation under heaven, and
at this sound they all assembled, each one bewildered to hear these men speaking
his own language. They were amazed and astonished. "Surely," they said, "all these
men speaking are Galileans? How does it happen that each of us hears them in his
own native language? Parthians, Medes and Elamites; people from Mesopotamia,
Judaea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the
parts of Libya round Cyrene; as well as visitors from Rome – Jews and proselytes
alike – Cretans and Arabs; we hear them preaching in our own language about the
marvels of God."

Second Reading 1 Corinthians 12:3-7.12-13

No one can say, "Jesus is Lord" unless he is under the influence of the Holy Spirit.
There is a variety of gifts but always the same Spirit; there are all sorts of service to
be done, but always to the same Lord; working in all sorts of different ways in
different people, it is the same God who is working in all of them. The particular way
in which the Spirit is given to each person is for a good purpose.
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Just as a human body, though it is made up of many parts, is a single unit because
all these parts, though many, make one body, so it is with Christ. In the one Spirit we
were all baptised, Jews as well as Greeks, slaves as well as citizens, and one Spirit
was given to us all to drink.

Gospel John 20:19-23

In the evening of that same day, the first day of the week, the doors were closed in
the room where the disciples were, for fear of the Jews. Jesus came and stood among
them. He said to them, "Peace be with you," and showed them his hands and his
side. The disciples were filled with joy when they saw the Lord, and he said to them
again. "Peace be with you. As the Father sent me, so am I sending you." After saying
this he breathed on them and said: "Receive the Holy Spirit. For those whose sins you
forgive, they are forgiven; for those whose sins you retain, they are retained."

Meditation

"Do not be surprised that I tell you, you must all be begotten from above..., but you
do not know where it (the wind) comes from or where it goes" (John 3:7-8). Although
Luke places the sending forth of the Spirit on Pentecost, fifty days after the
Resurrection, John places it on Easter night. Each one, then, has his own way of
portraying the glorification of Jesus. For John, this glorification took place when he
was raised up on the cross. For both, the Spirit is the fruit of the victory Christ won by
his death and resurrection. Pentecost cannot be separated from Easter.
But why must the disciples receive the Spirit? From Luke's perspective, they must
receive the Spirit to be able to speak to all in their proper language and thus
inaugurate the universal mission of the Church. John does not say anything different,
but he says it in a different way. The apostles are in the upper room with all the
doors locked for fear of the Jews. They are afraid and their fear is contagious. They
are attentive to every sound outside. They fear arrest. Suddenly, Jesus is there in their
midst: "Peace be with you!" Peace is what they lack most in this atmosphere of
anxiety. Jesus still carries the marks of his passion. He is there, alive and stronger
than death. The doors which were once locked no longer hinder his mission.
The hour is no longer one of self-centred fear. Now is the time to allow the Spirit to
shatter all barriers and lead the Church where God wills.
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First Reading Acts 2:1-11

When Pentecost day came round, the apostles had all met in one room, when suddenly
they heard what sounded like a powerful wind from heaven, the noise of which filled
the entire house in which they were sitting; and something appeared to them that
seemed like tongues of fire; these separated and came to rest on the head of each of
them. They were all filled with the Holy Spirit, and began to speak foreign languages as
the Spirit gave them the gift of speech.
Now there were devout men living in Jerusalem from every nation under heaven, and at
this sound they all assembled, each one bewildered to hear these men speaking his own
language. They were amazed and astonished. "Surely," they said, "all these men
speaking are Galileans? How does it happen that each of us hears them in his own
native language? Parthians, Medes and Elamites; people from Mesopotamia, Judaea
and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya
round Cyrene; as well as visitors from Rome – Jews and proselytes alike – Cretans and
Arabs; we hear them preaching in our own language about the marvels of God."

Second Reading Romans 8:8-17

People who are interested only in unspiritual things can never be pleasing to God. Your
interests, however, are not in the unspiritual, but in the spiritual, since the Spirit of God
has made his home in you. In fact, unless you possessed the Spirit of Christ you would
not belong to him. Though your body may be dead it is because of sin, but if Christ is in
you then your spirit is life itself because you have been justified; and if the Spirit of him
who raised Jesus from the dead is living in you, then he who raised Jesus from the dead
will give life to your own mortal bodies through his Spirit living in you. So then, my
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brothers and sisters, there is no necessity for us to obey our unspiritual selves or to live
unspiritual lives. If you do live in that way, you are doomed to die; but if by the Spirit
you put an end to the misdeeds of the body you will live. Everyone moved by the Spirit
is a son of God. The spirit you received is not the spirit of slaves bringing fear into your
lives again; it is the spirit of children, and it makes us cry out, "Abba, Father!" The Spirit
himself and our spirit bear united witness that we are children of God. And if we are
children we are heirs as well: heirs of God and coheirs with Christ, sharing his sufferings
so as to share his glory.

Gospel John 14:15-16.23b-26

Jesus said to his disciples: "If you love me you will keep my commandments. I shall ask
the Father, and he will give you another Advocate to be with you for ever.
Anyone who loves me will keep my word, and my Father will love him, and we shall
come to him and make our home with him. Those who do not love me do not keep my
words. And my word is not my own: it is the word of the one who sent me. I have said
these things to you while still with you; but the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the
Father will send in my name, will teach you everything and remind you of all I have said
to you."

Meditation

"Do not be surprised that I tell you, you must all be begotten from above..., but you do not
know where it (the wind) comes from or where it goes" (John 3:7-8). Although Luke places the
sending forth of the Spirit on Pentecost, fifty days after the Resurrection, John places it on
Easter night. Each one, then, has his own way of portraying the glorification of Jesus. For John,
this glorification took place when he was raised up on the cross. For both, the Spirit is the fruit
of the victory Christ won by his death and resurrection. Pentecost cannot be separated from
Easter.
But why must the disciples receive the Spirit? From Luke's perspective, they must receive the
Spirit to be able to speak to all in their proper language and thus inaugurate the universal
mission of the Church. John does not say anything different, but he says it in a different way.
The apostles are in the upper room with all the doors locked for fear of the Jews. They are
afraid and their fear is contagious. They are attentive to every sound outside. They fear arrest.
Suddenly, Jesus is there in their midst: "Peace be with you!" Peace is what they lack most in
this atmosphere of anxiety. Jesus still carries the marks of his passion. He is there, alive and
stronger than death. The doors which were once locked no longer hinder his mission.
The hour is no longer one of self-centred fear. Now is the time to allow the Spirit to shatter all
barriers and lead the Church where God wills.


